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ROBIN HOOD (Cert 12) 
Directed by: Ridley Scott 
Running time: 2 hours 29 minutes 
The scenes selected for the Key Themes section below 
were taken from the ‘Director’s Cut’ version of the film 
(being the only version available at the time of 
writing). All of the selected scenes are in the original 
but timings may vary. 

SUMMARY 

Director Ridley Scott and actor Russell Crowe renew 
their Gladiator partnership to produce this latest 
action-packed retelling of the Robin Hood legend. 

The film begins with the death of King Richard, on his 
way home from the Crusades. Robin (Crowe), an archer 
in Richard’s army, is attempting to find a ship to 
England when he stumbles across some dying English 
knights. The knights, led by Sir Robert Locksley, were 
returning the dead King’s crown to England when they 
were ambushed. Before he dies, Locksley bids Robin to 
take his sword back to his father, Sir Walter Locksley, 
in Nottingham. 

Robin returns the sword but Sir Walter persuades 
Robin to stay, taking the place of his dead son. Robin 
agrees, to the annoyance of Sir Robert’s widow, 
Marion (Cate Blanchett). 

Meanwhile, newly crowned King John sends his right-
hand man, Godfrey, to squeeze taxes from the English 
barons. Unbeknown to John, Godfrey is in the pay of 
the King of France and ruthlessly sacks English towns 
in John’s name, hoping to provoke a popular uprising 
against John in order that France can more easily 
invade. 

Robin intervenes, convincing the barons to unite 
behind the King to defeat the French. In return the 
King agrees to sign a charter granting basic rights to 

all his subjects. The French are defeated but John goes 
back on his word and declares Robin an outlaw. The 
legend begins … 

WHAT YOU FELT ABOUT THE FILM 

Sometimes young people find it hard to contribute to 
a group discussion. They may feel shy or that their 
contribution might appear silly. The first part of the 
session is therefore a chance for young people to think 
about the film and begin to develop a reaction to 
what they have seen in a way that everyone will have 
something to contribute. This is a simple, quick 
exercise to get everyone thinking about their reaction 
to the film. 

Ask the young people to briefly think about which of 
the characters in the film they would most and least 
like to play and why. Go round the group, asking each 
person to share. 

If everyone is picking the same characters (e.g. 
everyone wants to play Robin) you could ask if anyone 
would be willing to play one of the less popular 
characters. 

KEY THEMES IN THE FILM 

As with every incarnation of the Robin Hood story, this 
film is primarily concerned with delivering action and 
excitement. However, it touches on some big themes 
regarding life, death and our responsibilities towards 
God. The following section gives the young people a 
chance to delve into these issues. 

1. Divine rights 
The clip is from scene 19. It starts at 
2.16.59 and runs until 2.18.49. 

Explain that you’re going to play a game of ‘Simon 
says’, with yourself being Simon. Pick a few easy, 
normal things to make the young people do (‘Simon 
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says, “Pat your head”’; ’Simon says, “Pull your ear 
lobes”’; etc.) before asking them to do some things 
they will refuse to do (e.g. to lick the bottom of 
Simon’s shoes, eat one of Simon’s used tissues, etc. 
Obviously, don’t pick anything that would be 
inappropriate!) 

When the young people refuse to obey, pretend to 
insist: the rules of the game say you should obey when 
the leader says ‘Simon says’. Why won’t they obey? 

Ask what the point of the game is. Is it to exploit other 
people, make others look stupid or is it just to have 
some fun? Explain that while you were holding to the 
rules of the game, you’d (deliberately) missed the 
point of the game. 

In the clip we see King John using the fact that God 
has given him his position as an excuse to do 
whatever he likes. Do the young people agree? If King 
John has missed the point, what is the point? 

Key question: Just because God puts us in a position 
(including in families, classes, etc.), does that mean 
that we can’t do anything wrong? 

Relevant Bible verses: 

• Romans 14.9–12 

• Matthew 7.12 

• Ezekiel 34.1–10 

• Matthew 7.21–23 

• Matthew 18.23–35 

2. A life worth dying for 
The clip is from scene 10. It starts at 
1.40.56 and runs until 1.43.15. 

Before the session, write out a number of pieces of 
paper with people/things which may be important to 
the young people. Copy enough so that there’s enough

for each young person to have one of each. Include 
things such as: 

• Parents 

• Siblings 

• X-box 

• Pet 

• Free university education 

• Jesus 

• Britain 

• Your best friend 

• 50p 

• £1 million 

• Your favourite teddy bear 

• Your football team 

In the clip we see Robin’s father, Thomas Longstride, 
allowing himself to be killed rather than give up his 
belief in rights for ordinary people. Would the young 
people be willing to do the same? 

In January 2011 the government of Tunisia was 
brought down by ordinary people protesting for 
greater freedoms. The revolt was started by a man who 
set himself on fire in protest. How do the young 
people feel when they hear stories like that? Would 
they feel differently if nothing had changed as a result 
of this one man’s action? 

(It may be worth pointing out that you don’t think 
setting yourself on fire is a great idea!) 

Give each young person the pieces of paper. Ask them 
to put them in order of importance to them. Which of 
them, if any, would they be prepared to die for?
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Key question: What or who is worth dying for? 

Relevant Bible verses: 

• Romans 5.7–8 

• Philippians 1.20–21 

• Acts 7.54–60 

• Luke 9.23–25 

• Philippians 2.5–11 

3. Inspirational leadership 
The clip is from scene 14. It starts at 
1.48.18 seconds and runs until 
1.51.23. 

For this exercise you’ll need to collect a variety of 
materials (enough for two teams) that can be used to 
build make makeshift towers – e.g. cereal boxes, egg 
cartons, loo rolls, rolls of sticky tape, scissors. 

Split the young people into two teams. Explain that 
the teams have to create a free-standing tower using 
the materials you’ve provided. Whoever’s tower is taller 
at the end of the time limit will win. Explain that each 
team will be led by a leader to direct them. You will 
lead one team. Pick one of the young people to lead 
the other team. Call the leader to one side and explain 
that they must really encourage the rest of the team, 
praising them for every good thing they do, picking 
them up if things go wrong and being as helpful as 
possible. 

Start the time. Be as unhelpful as possible to your 
team: keep telling them what a bad job they’re doing 
(being sensitive to anyone who may suffer from low 
self-esteem), delay in giving them the sticky tape and 
scissors saying that you’re not sure you trust your team 
to use them properly, etc. 

When your rivals have won (if they haven’t won, you 
haven’t been a bad enough leader!) ask the other 

team if their leader was a good leader. Ask what their 
leader did to encourage them. Then ask your team if 
you were a good leader. Ask what you did wrong. 

In the clip we see Robin explaining what both a bad 
leader (someone who demands loyalty but offers 
nothing in return) and a good leader (empowers other 
people, establishes justice and equality) look like. 

Ask the young people who they would be willing to be 
led by and why. 

Key question: What makes someone a good leader? 

Relevant Bible verses: 

• Matthew 20.25–28 

• John 10.1–15 

• 1 Timothy 3.1–10 

• Philippians 2.1–4 

• 1 Corinthians 13.1–7 

4. No one gets hurt? 
The clip is from scene 1. It starts at 
8.50 seconds and runs until 11.38. 

Before watching the clip, ask the young people to list 
their rights. You may want to give them a few 
examples to get the ball rolling (e.g. education, 
healthcare). Using a flipchart/board write down their 
list on one side. Once the list is complete ask the 
young people what they think their rights are. Write 
the list down on the other side of the chart. 

Now watch the clip with the young people. 

Returning to the earlier lists, ask the young people if 
they have a right to love whoever they want to love 
(and to act on that)? Do they see themselves as having 
any responsibilities when it comes to love (e.g. 
responsibilities to others not to play with their 
emotions, responsibility to respect marriage)? 
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In the clip we see John having an affair. Ask the young 
people who is being hurt by this? 

John’s adultery means pain not only for his wife and 
mother but plunges his country into war as the King of 
France uses it as an excuse to invade. That’s an 
extreme example but what consequences can we 
expect if people ignore their responsibilities in love? 

Key question: Who do we hurt when we betray people? 

Relevant Bible verses: 

• Exodus 20.14 

• 1 Samuel 11.1—12.14 

• 1 Corinthians 6.9–11 

• John 8.1–11 

• Proverbs 6.20–35 

5. Godless violence 
The clip is from scene 2. It starts at 
13.4 and runs until 17.19. 

Before the session use a web search to find (non-gory!) 
images of: 

• The World Trade Centre attacks on 
September 11th, 2001. 

• The Japanese bombing of Pearl Harbour 
(there’s a famous image of USS Arizona 
sinking). 

• The Crusades. 

• The 2003 invasion of Iraq. 

Show the images to the young people. Ask if they can 
identify the events. Ask what they all have in common. 
While they all took place in different times and were 
carried out by different people, two of these events 
happened for the same reason (at least, for the same 
publically declared reason). Can they identify the 

events and the reason? (Both the Crusaders and the 
September 11th attackers claimed to be doing the will 
of God, ridding the world of infidels/’unbelievers’.) 

In the clip we hear Robin criticising King Richard’s 
crusades. He claims that the moment the English 
started massacring innocent women and children, they 
became godless; God will not look with favour on 
Richard’s campaign. 

Ask the young people if they believe that God ever 
gives his blessing to the use of violence. What do they 
think of those who kill people in God’s name? In what 
circumstances, if any, is war justified? 

Key question: Does murder make us ‘godless’? Why? 

Relevant Bible verses: 

• Genesis 1.27 

• Exodus 20.13 

• Genesis 4.1–16 

• Matthew 26.52 

• Isaiah 2.4 

COMPARING THE STORY 

The third part of the session is a chance to compare 
the story of the film with a story in the Bible. What are 
the similarities and differences, and what does this tell 
us about God’s Kingdom? 

Young people may not grasp all the theological points 
that could be made, but it’s important for them to 
begin to get used to the idea of critiquing what they 
see and holding it against the values and beliefs of 
the Christian faith. 

Some of this reflection may come from an open 
discussion and as seen above, there are many themes 
and directions that this could take.  



 

 
 REELISSUESscene 

reelissues.org.uk  Robin Hood /5 

The story of Robin Hood is not dissimilar to the Old 
Testament account of David – both men were from 
humble backgrounds, had big hearts and were made 
outlaws by the ruling king. 

Ask the young people what they know of David. (Most 
should at least have heard of David and Goliath.) In 
your own words, summarise David’s background, his 
rise and fall in King Saul’s estimation and his life on 
the run (1 Samuel 16—31). Encourage the young 
people to compare and contrast the lives and attitudes 
of Robin and David, in particular their attitude to 
injustice. Possible questions could be: 

• Which of the two men do you think had the 
rougher background? 

• How were both men honoured by the ruling 
king? Why did they lose favour? 

• Despite being mistreated by the authorities, 
what was their attitude to the ruling 
powers? (Think particularly Robin’s demand 
for ‘liberty by law’ and David’s refusal to kill 
Saul when he had the chance.) How easy 
would the young people find it to have the 
same attitude? 

• Both men were given titles, and with them 
responsibilities, they didn’t seek. Who do you 
think was given the greater responsibility? 

• In what way did the giving of David’s title 
(future king) differ from Robin (Sir Locksley)? 
Specifically, what differed about the giver? 

• What difference do you think that made to 
David in some of the toughest moments on 
the run? You may want to take the 
opportunity to look at some of David’s own 
words on the subject by reading one of his 
psalms (e.g. Ps 143). 

 

Reel Issues scene is collaboration of Bible Society and 
Urban Saints. 

© Bible Society/Urban Saints 2011. Permission is 
given to make up to ten copies for use within a single 
Reel Issues discussion group. 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


